Scott Ruescher

25A William Street

Cambridge, MA 02139

617-491-3044 

scott.ruescher@gmail.com; scott_ruescher@harvard.edu
Education
M.F.A., English, University of Iowa Writers’ Workshop, 1979; B.A., English, Ohio University, 1975

Work History
May 2002 – present: Harvard Graduate School of Education, program coordinator, Arts in Education program  Serve as program coordinator, reporting to faculty director in academic department that hosts 40-50 artist-educators annually, plus 400-500 alumni. Edit web site. Keep books. Recruit applicants. Write profiles of alumni. Plan events. Assist and advise students in internships, curriculum choices, cultural opportunities, etc. Curate gallery shows. Supervise work-study assistants. Manage database. Serve on admissions committee. Represent program as liaison to other Harvard arts offices.
2002-the present: Boston University/Metropolitan College, adjunct English instructor, Prison Education Program  Teach English composition and creative writing to incarcerated students enrolled in degree-granting program at MCI Norfolk and MCI Framingham.

1999-the present: Various publications, freelance arts and social topics journalist  Write on a variety of visual topics for Ceramics Monthly,  ArtsEditor, Cambridge Chronicle, Appalachia, Harvard Graduate School of Education publications, etc. (See “Publications” section below.)
June 1997-April 2002: Harvard Graduate School of Education, editorial assistant, HGSE Publications Office  Produced weekly and monthly calendars of events, for paper and web distribution. Edited classnotes. Wrote alumni profiles and short articles for alumni magazine. Researched and wrote short pieces for development brochures and reports. Handled all department bookkeeping.

1979-1988: Various institutions of higher education, adjunct English instructor—Rhode Island School of Design (1979-80); UMass-Lowell (1980-82— then known as the University of Lowell); UMass-Boston Higher Education in the Prisons Program (1982-88); Tufts University/Museum School (1985-88)  Taught introductory English composition course required of all degree-seeking students.

1977-79: Teaching-Writing Fellow, University of Iowa. Taught introductory poetry writing to undergraduates while pursuing MFA in creative writing at Iowa Writers’ Workshop.  
Publications
Poetry collections:

Waiting for the Light to Change, Prolific Press, 2017, a full-length collection of poems 

Sidewalk Tectonics, Pudding House Publications, 2009, a chapbook of poems about a road-trip from the birthplace of Lincoln to the site of M. L. King’s assassination.

Perfect Memory, Finishing Line Press, 2015, a chapbook of narrative “story poems” set in assorted locations, usually against a sociologically broad background.

Magazine publications (poetry):

Agni, Boston Phoenix, Origins Journal, Solstice, Chautauqua, Shadowgraph Quarterly, The New England Review/Bread Loaf Quarterly, Zymbol, Poetry Northwest, The Naugatuck River Review, The Antioch Review, Ploughshares, The Larcom Review, The Somerville News, The Nation, The Dalhousie Review, Prairie Schooner, The Iowa Review, Spitball, Pimmican, Wild Leaf, The Cambridge Tab, etc. 
Magazine publications (prose):

Ceramics Monthly, Fine Art Ceramics, Ceramics: Art & Perception (1999-2005)  Wrote profiles of New England potters (Judy Motzkin, Paul Heroux, Nancy Selvage, Mark Shapiro, Diana Thomas, et al) for pottery magazines 

Ed., Stories of Impact, and AIE “alumni and careers” page, Harvard Graduate School of Education  Wrote occasional feature story for HGSE online home page and continue to write alumni profiles and edit all content for HGSE Arts in Education web site.
ArtsEditor  Contributed monthly 500-word opinion pieces and 1500-word feature articles for online magazine (1999-2005), including “The Salvaged Poems of Theodore Roethke” (linked to Roethke’s page on the American Academy of Poets web site).

Agni  Served as contributing editor to literary journal based at Boston University (1990s). 

Appalachia  Published “The Path Through the Fog” (1997) and “Undermining Our Best Nature: A Defense of Dysart Woods” (2005) in journal of Appalachian Mountain Club.

ReVista  Contributed short pieces on Mexico City street life (2003) and anthropology of break-dancing (2007) for quarterly publication of Harvard’s David Rockefeller Center for Latin American Studies.
Cambridge Chronicle and Cambridge Tab   Wrote occasional by-lined guest commentaries (art gallery reviews, environmental editorials, etc.) for community newspapers. 

 Related Volunteer and Work History 

2002-2015: Cambridge School Volunteers, Inc., Reading Buddies, Amigos School, Cambridge  Joined colleagues and students from Harvard Graduate School of Education in weekly mid-day reading program, in English and in Spanish on alternating weeks, for bilingual second graders at Amigos School, Cambridge. (Received CSV’s Mack Davis Award for public service in 2009.) 

2009-2010: Learning Through Libraries, literacy volunteer, Harvard Graduate School of Education/Caluco, El Salvador  Joined HGSE students on collaborative fundraising effort, mural-painting endeavor, and book-drive for teacher-training and library-development project with nonprofit FEPADE in rural El Salvador. (Featured for this and other efforts in Harvard Gazette articles in 2009 and 2010.) 

2011: Little Red School, Ocotepeque, Honduras, writing teacher  Taught creative writing in English-language setting and worked on volunteer recruitment for bilingual English/Spanish school.

1999: Citizen Schools, volunteer English teacher  Co-taught summer-school creative writing class to Boston Pubic Schools students at the Timilty School, Roxbury. 

1982: Upward Bound, teacher/counselor, North Shore Community College  Served as counselor and English teacher for NSCC site of college-prep summer session at UMass-Amherst. 

Other Work Experiences (1988-the present)

1999 - 2003: Cambridgeport Artists Open Studios, print-media publicity coordinator  *Write press releases and calendar notices to deadline for delivery to newspapers and magazines.   
Jan. 1996 - May 1997: Hackett Publishing Co., editorial assistant   Coordinated permissions operations; tracked manuscript proposals and readers’ reports; scheduled and planned editorial meetings; wrote and proofread promotional copy for catalogues, book covers, and publication announcements; acted as liaison between authors and editors.

June 1995 - Dec. 1995: Harvard Graduate School of Education, library assistant/evening supervisor and school-wide recycling coordinator   Supervised evening work-study staff at Gutman Library in stacks and at circulation desk, assisting patrons in on-line catalogue searches, overseeing reserve desk, etc.

August 1988 - June 1995: Harvard Graduate School of Education, staff assistant and recycling coordinator   Provided clerical support for professors and aided area administrator in departmental operations. Developed, publicized, and maintained recycling program for the entire School.

1986-1990: Oxfam-America, special events volunteer  Planned and publicized annual benefit poetry reading at Harvard’s Sanders Theatre.

1989-1993: Cambridge Department of Public Works, recycling committee volunteer  Participated in publicity of city’s new recycling program, writing public service announcements, staffing table at fairs, and posting program updates on community bulletin boards.

Skills and Interests
Writing, editing, teaching, organizing, administrating, and networking; drawing (in charcoal and pastels), writing about art, and museum-going; conversing and reading in Spanish; traveling in the U.S., Latin America, and Europe; gardening and cooking; hiking, swimming, and bicycling.

Scott Ruescher – online links to poems and related materials:

· Interview on the Mass Poetry website:

http://www.masspoetry.org/newbookruescher 
· Here’s a poem, “The Trees of Heaven,” in the current issue of About Place Journal: http://aboutplacejournal.org/issues/political-landscapes/forward/scott-ruescher/ 

* Here are three poems from Agni Online:

http://www.bu.edu/agni/poetry/online/2011/ruescher.html ("Homecoming"--appears in Waiting for the Light to Change)

http://www.bu.edu/agni/poetry/online/2014/ruescher.html  

("Anthem"-- appears in Waiting for the Light to Change)

http://www.bu.edu/agni/poetry/online/2016/ruescher.html ("Dedication"--does not appear in Waiting for the Light to Change)

* Here’s one poem in Shadowgraph Quarterly—related to the Elvis/Memphis/MLKing cycle of poems and also appearing in Waiting for the Light to Change:

http://www.shadowgraphquarterly.com/spring-2016/scott-ruescher/ 

* Here’s one from the Harvard Educational Review, among several Latin America-related poems that comprise the sixth and final section of Waiting for the Light to Change:

http://hepg.org/her-home/issues/harvard-educational-review-volume-83-number-1/herarticle/_1237 
* I've got four longer narrative poems on this Tower Journal site, including the two (“For Nefertiti Negrón” and “Looking for Lorca”) that won the Erika Mumford Prize from the New England Poetry Club in consecutive years—and all four appear in Waiting for the Light to Change:

http://www.towerjournal.com/fall_2014/ruescher.php
* You can find three of my Ohio-oriented poems by scrolling down this page from a semi-monthly arts-'n-culture paper called the Short North Gazette in my hometown of Columbus, Ohio:

http://www.shortnorth.com/PedroTheCatPoetry.html 

("The Apology," May/June 2014; "The Bomb," July/August 2013; and "Hallucination at Hoover Reservoir," March/April 2013)

· Here’s a link to Doug Holder’s “Sunday Poet” blog page for May 14, 2017:

http://dougholder.blogspot.com/2017/05/the-sunday-poet-scott-ruescher.html?spref=fb 

and another one to Doug’s “Lyrical Somerville” page of the Somerville News published on May 17, 2017,:

http://www.thesomervilletimes.com/archives/76006 
There are more where these came from—poems of mine that can be found online; but I think this will be more than enough to give you a sense of my stuff!
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